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VATICAN SPOKESMEN INSIST ITALY 
MUST CONTINUE CURBS ON ‘CULTS’ 


It is the duty of the Italian government to protect Roman Catholicism against “calumnies and defamation” 


spread by non-Catholic “cults” 


two weeks after the police had lifted a ban on 22 Churches of Christ. 
ment, the Catholic spokesmen proved the soundness of POAU’s statement of September 30: 


—so declared prominent spokesmen for the country’s established church less than 
In thus renewing their claim to favored treat- 


“The ban has been 


lifte€d—at least for the moment—but the power to ban remains, and the basic question is, therefore, still unre- 


solved.” 

Fearful lest the government go too 
far in relaxing restrictions, Ildefonso 
Cardinal Schuster of Milan ad- 
dressed a “notification” to parish 
priests and members of the faith on 
October 10 that ‘ ‘superior religious 
and political reasons” made it advis- 
able to “restrict freedom, especially 
of apostate priests and monks, to im- 
pair the unity of Italians with their 
distortions and to create ‘sixth’ col- 
umns at the orders of foreign hier- 
archies.” 

Cardinal Schuster accused Prot- 
estant leaders of converting “‘active”’ 
Communists who were threatened 
with excommunication from the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, of uttering 
“calumnies and defamation’’ against 
members of the Roman Catholic hi- 
erarchy and victimizing “simple 
souls” by offering them “paradise at 
a cheaper price.” 


Father Lener’s Article 


Cardinal Schuster’s statement was 
followed a day later by an article ap- 
pearing in the Vatican newspaper, 
Osservatore Romano, expounding the 
same theme in greater detail. The 
article, written by the Jesuit priest, 
Salvatore Lener, was reprinted on 
October 18 in the official Jesuit or- 
gan, Civilta Cattolica. All leaders of 
“cults,” wrote Father Lener, are sub- 
ject to the “vigilance and tutelage of 
the state” and must obtain permis- 
sion before they can exercise their 
ministry. There is no constitutional 
or legal basis for non-Catholic 
churches to claim “freedom with par- 
ity,” he insisted. 





On the other hand, he continued, 
the Roman Catholic Church derives 
its special privileges from the Lat- 
eran pacts of 1929, which were in- 
corporated into the Constitution of 
1947. Article 8, Paragraph 1, of 
the Constitution, which says that all 
religious confessions are equal be- 
fore the law, should be regarded as 
“purely ideological,’ Father Lener 
declared, adding that Paragraphs 2 
and 3 of Article 8 provide for regu- 


lation of non-Catholic religions by 
the public authorities. 

The official organ of Italian Cath- 
olic Action, Ji Quotidiano, followed 
suit with a similar statement a few 
days later. 


Toned Down in U. S. 


These blunt statements by the Ro- 
man clergymen greatly embarrassed 
their brethren in America. The 

(Continued on next page) 








Reproduced at right 
is a Catholic “plant” 
which appeared on the 
front page of the Oct. 
4 “Washington Post” 
(reduced in size here). 


| Ireton, Bishop of Richmond, re- 
vealed yesterday. 


(Italy lifts ban on Church of Christ, Page 11.) 
Two Virginia . communities|Richmond, a group of priests 


* who lecture on Catholic doctrine 

throughout Virginia. 
The ‘editorial stated, “When 
refused permission, the Vir- 
have departed very 


For details on the 
“Post’s” one-sided 
handling, see “Church 
and State” story be- 
ginning on this page. 





Bishop Ireton made his state- 


ment in commenting on an edi- 


torial that appeared 


yesterday 
‘jin the Catholic Standard, offi- 
cial newspaper of the Arch-| 


diocese of Washington. 

The editorial, “Persecution in 
Perspective,” compared the be- 
havior of the priests with the 
protests that followed recently 
when a Protestant denomina- 


tion in Italy was refused per- ti 





priests 
unostentatiously and with no 
protest, deferring to the censi- 
bilities of the people.” 














Vatican Says Italy Must Curb ‘Cults’ 


Catholic Standard of Washington, 
D. C.—to take a typical example— 
carried only a two-paragraph Na- 
tional Catholic Welfare Conference 
news story on the subject in its Octo- 
ber 17 issue, under the headline, 
“Ask Religious Law Inquiry.” The 
full text follows: 

“Rome (NC)—A prominent Jes- 
uit magazine here has called for a 
careful study of the exact application 
of Italy’s laws to eliminate obstacles 
arising from the co-existence of dif- 
ferent religious groups. 

“The call is made in the forthcom- 
ing issue of Civilta Cattolica in an 
article written by the Jesuit Father 
Lener. An advance of the article 
was published in Osservatore Ro- 
mano, Vatican City daily.” 


Purposely Vague 

The Standard dared not go into 
any more detail than this, for only 
two weeks earlier (Oct. 3) it had 
carried an editorial, “Persecution in 
Perspective,” which began by say- 
ing: “The Republic of Italy has 
punctured the noisy and unjust bub- 
ble of indignation over alleged reli- 
gious persecution by granting per- 
mission to the ‘Disciples of Christ’ 
(sic) to hold religious services in that 
country.” The editorial then went 
on to allege that “civil authorities” in 
certain parts of Virginia had “refused 
permission” to Catholic priests “to 
give talks in various communities.” 
Standard Editor Philip M. Hannan 
then went on to contrast the “cour- 
teous” behavior of the priests with 
the “wailing” about “persecution” 
which was (he said) indulged in by 
the Protestant leaders in Italy. 
“When refused permission, the 
priests have departed very unosten- 
tatiously and with no protest, defer- 
ring to the sensibilities of the peo- 
ple,” the Standard declared. 

This editorial in the Washington 
archdiocesan paper was picked up by 
the Washington Post and given a 
front-page story ( reproduced on page 
one) on October 4, a Saturday. On 
Monday, October 6, POAU—which 
had, in the meantime, done some in- 
vestigation of its own— issued a re- 
lease on the Virginia allegations and 
the Standard editorial, but the Post 
declined to print it, although the 
Washington Evening Star used a few 
lines of it. The release was then re- 
drafted in the form of a letter to the 


(Continued from: preceding page) 


editor, but the Post still declined to 
print it. The text of the release fol- 
lows: 

“An appeal was made yesterday 
(Monday, October 6) to Roman 
Catholic leaders in Richmond, Va., 
and Washington, D. C., to name spe- 
cifically the communities in Virginia 
where, they allege, acts of discrimi- 
nation have been committed against 
them by civil authorities. The ap- 
peal was issued by Protestants and 
Other Americans United for Separa- 
tion of Church and State (POAU) 
when the organization’s research di- 
rector, Stanley Lichtenstein, discussed 
the question by telephone with the 
editor of the Catholic Standard and 
the vice-chancellor of the Richmond 
chancery of the Roman Catholic 
Church. The POAU spokesman 
pointed out that Bishop Peter L. 
Ireton of the Richmond diocese had 
made corrective action impossible— 
even if needed—because he had re- 
fused to name the localities where the 
objectionable actions had allegedly 
occurred. 


Three Questions 


“Three specific questions were 
asked in POAU’s telephone interview 
with the Rev. Philip M. Hannan, 
editor of the Catholic Standard, and 
the Rev. Justin D. McCiunn, vice- 
chancellor of the Richmond chan- 
cery, and their answers indicated that 
they did not know of any Virginia 
laws which could be compared to 
the currently existing Italian laws 
requiring the leaders of religious 
‘cults’ to obtain police permission to 
conduct services—although the Cath- 
olic Standard editorial of October 3, 
‘Persecution in Perspective,’ had im- 
plied that some Virginia communi- 
ties impose restrictions like those 
which are imposed in Italy. A sum- 
mary of the questions and answers 
follows”’: 

1. Q. The Standard editorial states that 
the “Diocesan Missionary Band of the Di- 
ocese of Richmond . . . has often been 
refused permission to give talks in various 
communities by the civil authorities.” Was 
the permission of public officials deemed 
necessary in order to hold church services 
on church-owned property, or was per- 
mission sought for the use of public prop- 
erty? 

A. (by Hannan): For open-air meet- 
ings, I guess. 

A. (by McClunn): For talks to be 
given from trailer chapels parked at or near 





public school grounds or other public 
places. 

2. Q. Do you know of any Virginia laws 
which require “cult” leaders to obtain po. 
lice permission to hold services in their 
own building, as is required in Italy? 

A. (by both Hannan and McClunn): 
No. 

3. Q. If Virginia had such laws, would 
you regard them as good or bad laws? 

A. (by Hannan): They would be 
perfectly proper laws. 

A. (by McClunn): It is to be re. 
gretted that the matter was publicized at 
all. I’m sure that Bishop Ireton had no 
intention of starting any fuss over the 
thing. The Catholic Standard was only 
trying to show that persecution can occur 
anywhere, and that there are different ways 
of dealing with the problem. The whole 
affair has been exaggerated by the news- 
papers. 


Church of Christ 
Banned Again 


Police at Alessandria, Italy, again 
banned services by the American-led 
Church of Christ on Sunday, October 
26. The Rev. Melvin J}. Pownall, of 
Coatesville, Pa., who had come from 
near-by Milan to conduct the serv- 
ices, was forcibly prevented from en- 
tering the room set aside for the 
services, along with four Italians who 
were with him at the time. 

Another recent victim of govern- 
ment suppression was the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church at Monzone, closed 
by direct order of the Ministry of the 
Interior. Prior to being closed, the 
group had been allowed to conduct 
only “private” services. 

Vatican spokesmen have expressed 
their approval of the government's 
repressive policies. (See story on 
front page.) 
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[MEWS rom Jar and Near | 


@ Fourteen church, groups have been denied official recognition 
py the Argentine Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship, which 
tes a separate division to control non-Catholic churches. The 
Toder-Gecretary for Cults held that the German Mennonites, two 
Spiritualist organizations, a new faction of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, and other churches had not complied with a 1948 decree 
regulating “cults.” The incident is reminiscent of recent action 
by Italian authorities against the Church of Christ in that country. 


@ Quaker leaders have notified Selective Service officials that the Amer- 
ican Friends Service Committee (AFSC) will not become an employer of 
drafted conscientious objectors because present administrative regulations 
might endanger the position of independent religious agencies. “. . . our 
projects and personnel,” declared AFSC Executive Secretary Lewis M. 
Hoskins, “would be subject to such screening and control by Selective Serv- 
ice that we should, in fact, necessarily become an administrative agency of 
the conscription program, rather than a free channel for effective service by 
individual CO’s. . . . This action [of the AFSC board] was taken with 
great reluctance and after deep and prayerful heart-searching.” 

@ Anything which resembles a “Church State” or a “State 
Church” should be regarded with abhorrence by Protestants, Dr. 
John A. Mackay, president of Princeton Theological Seminary, told 
a Reformation Day rally at the Atlanta (Ga.) municipal auditorium. 


@ Rival pressure groups have brought about a deadlock over the appoint- 
ment of a new Associate Superintendent of New York City’s elementary 
schools. According to an October 22 editorial in the New York Times, this 
position, “directly concerned with more than half a million young boys and 
girls attending the city’s public schools,” remains vacant because of “pres- 
sures stemming from political and religious sources” which have blocked 
appointment of a successor to the recently retired former Associate Super- 
intendent, Miss Regina C. M. Burke. 

@ Both the Christian Social (Roman Catholic) and the Commu- 
nist parties suffered a severe defeat in Belgium’s municipal elections 
last month. Rival parties immediately demanded that the Govern- 
ment—which has been entirely in Christian Social hands since 1950 
—accept “the consequences” and dissolve Parliament so that new 
national elections might be held. The Catholic and Communist 
losses paralleled similar results in the Dutch national election last 
June. 

@ Recent scientific work leading to the development of a birth-inhibiting 
drug was the subject of comment by two prominent Washington (D. C.) 
clergymen last month. From Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam came 
praise: “It is in accord with the moral law to plan properly for the coming 
of children. This discovery by Dr. Benjamin Sieve of Boston may enable 
mothers to space their children with due regard for health, education, and 
service to society. . . . I believe Christians will rejoice in science’s new con- 
tribution to parenthood.” From the Rev. Francis J. Connell of Catholic 
University came condemnation: “. . . a violation of the Divine Law as it 
affects birth, according to Catholic interpretation of God’s law.” 

@ Five trustees of the Purcellville (Va.) Pentecostal Church of 
the Assemblies of God were fined $6,000 ($1,200 each) last month 
for building a church without a permit. They immediately filed 
notice of appeal, and Dr. Donald G. Scott of the National Associa- 
tion of Evangelicals, Washington, D. C., declared that the case 
would be fought up to the United States Supreme Court, if neces- 
sary. Construction work on the church had commenced last June, 
against the wishes of some near-by residents, and without a permit, 
church leaders insist, only because local authorities had for two 
years refused to issue one. The fines were imposed in Mayor’s 
Court by Mayor A. F. Anderson. 

@ After-hours Bible classes in the Berwyn (Ill.) public school system have 
been ordered discontinued by the school board after objections from several 
clergymen. But an opposite policy has been adopted by the New Haven 
po) board of education, which has moved to open up the idle classrooms 
or such use. 
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—An Editorial— 


Judges or Sectarians 


Three and a half years ago, a 
United States Supreme Court justice 
died. The deceased judge was a 
Roman Catholic, and many newspa- 
per sages assumed that the President 
would naturally feel obliged to name 
a Roman Catholic as his successor. 
POAU appealed to President Tru- 
man on that occasion to appoint a 
new man “of the same high caliber 
as Justice Murphy, but not neces- 
sarily a Catholic.” As it turned out, 
the chief executive appointed a Prot- 
estant, Tom Clark, but no responsi- 
ble citizen considered that in itself 
a cause for either joy or dismay. The 
sole question, properly considered, 
was the individual merit or lack of 
merit of the appointee, and not any 
religious or political label which 
might be attached to him. 


POAU hoped then, and still hopes 
today, that presidents, governors, 
mayors, and other public adminis- 
trators would consider qualifications 
and not labels in making appoint- 
ments. All too often, however, party 
leaders make up slates of candidates 
in the manner of a druggist filling a 
prescription. In New York City— 
to take an area where the problem is 
acute—the politicians’ prescription 
calls for a Catholic-Protestant-Jew 
combination. Recently, however, 
one of the sectarian blocs in the city 
gagged at the prescription and ex- 
pressed its displeasure in an ill-ad- 
vised public statement. Pointing to 
what it called an “alarming” dearth 
of Protestant judges in borough 
courts, the Brooklyn Division of the 
Protestant Council of the City of 
New York issued a protest, not 
against the whole idea of having a 
“prescription,” but against a pre- 
scription which it felt had too much 
“Catholic” and “Jew” as compared 
with the “Protestant” ingredient. 


POAU believes that all groups 
must clarify their thinking on this 
problem, lest this free country of 
ours be transformed into one which 
operates under the pernicious “quo- 
ta” system. Under such a system, 
public offices are divided up among 
competing religious pressure groups 
without regard to the qualifications 
of individual candidates. Every 
judgeship should go to a man quali- 
fied to be a judge—and not to a 
“Catholic judge,” a “Protestant 
judge,” or a “Jewish judge.” 





Some ‘Released Time’ Programs 
Ignore Warning on ‘Temptation’ 


Recent news reports from communities in Kansas, Idaho, and other states 
indicate that some champions of the “released time” system of religious 
education are failing to heed Dr. Erwin L. Shaver’s warning against question- 
able methods of advancing the program. Dr. Shaver, executive director of 
weekday education for the National Council of Churches, issued the warning 


last June in an address before the 
Association of Council Secretaries at 
their annual meeting in Williams 
Bay, Wisconsin. On that occasion 
he hailed the April 28 Supreme Court 
decision in the Zorach case (Church 
and State Newsletter, May and June, 
1952), but pointed to certain “dan- 
gers,” including the “temptation,” 
when “released time” programs are 
instituted, “to follow practices which 
overstep the church and state bound- 
ary line.” 


In spite of this warning, however, 
public officials at Kansas City, To- 
peka, and Wichita, Kansas, recently 
voted to proceed with their “released 
time” programs and to ignore the 
formal legal opinion of Attorney 
General Harold R. Fatzer that such 
programs would be illegal under state 
law. And at Pocatello, Idaho, an 
already hotly debated “released 
time” program was put in further 
jeopardy by the school board’s de- 
cision to continue to give public 
school “credits” for attendance at 
the sectarian “released time” classes 
—a feature which was not part of 
the program upheld by the Supreme 
Court in the Zorach case. (The 
Pocatello board voted two for and 
two against continuing the “credit’’ 
system, with Chairman James A. 
Leese withholding his vote, thus al- 
lowing the system to continue.) In 


Kentucky, by contrast, authorities. 


have approved “released time” with 
the stipulation that no credit may be 
given to pupils for any type of moral 
or denominational instruction. 


Still another approach has been 
adopted by public officials in Pater- 
son, New Jersey, where a six-week 
test of a “dismissed time” program 
will begin on November 7. “Dis- 
missed time” is distinguished from 
“released time” in that all pupils are 
let out of scheol early on a given 
day, and the public school thus re- 
frains from stipulating that only a 
portion of the student body may 
be released upon condition that they 
attend religious classes. In the Zor- 
ach “released time” case, three jus- 
tices vigorously dissented from the 
majority opinion because they saw 
an element of discrimination or coer- 


4 











cion in the system of dividing the 
children up in the classroom. 
Expressing similar misgivings, the 
Atlanta (Ga.) Association of Baptist 
Churches recently rejected a proposal 
for a “released time” program in the 
city’s schools. The Baptist leaders 
said the plan was a “potential en- 
croachment upon the cherished prin- 
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Praise for POAU 


Executive Director Glenn L. Archer 
recently received a letter from Jj. D, 
Grey, president of the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention, who said, in part: 

“All of us rejoice in the things that 
are coming to pass because of the 
dynamic leadership you are giving to 
POAU in this crucial hour in our na- 
tion’s history. 

“Please know that we Southern 
Baptists are delighted to cooperate 
with you. We feel happy that we are 
so ably represented by Dr. Louie D, 
Newton and Dr. J. M. Dawson on your 
Board of Trustees. . . .” 











POP PO 


ciple of separation of church and 
state, for which principle Baptists 
have ever stood.” 
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Let Those Who Block Public School Funds Answer! 
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POAU Ailestones 


(Continued from September issue) 


September 14, 1949. POAU calls for a thorough investigation 
of charges that public school teachers at Lindrith, N. M., are 
indoctrinating their pupils in Protestant theology. The princi- 
ple of church-state separation must be upheld in all cases, the 
POAU statement declares. 


September 16, 1949. New York’s Mayor William O’Dwyer and 
Senator Herbert H. Lehman are taken to task by POAU for 
confusing the aid-to-education issue by their loose references 
to “discrimination,” “auxiliary services” and “double taxa- 
tion.” All citizens, regardless of whether or not they have 
school-age children, are taxed to support the public schools, 
and parochial school supporters should be no exception, POAU 
maintains. 


September 20, 1949. POAU announces a series of religious 
liberty rallies to be held in the greater Washington area. The 
Rev. C. Stanley Lowell, principal speaker at the first meeting, 
notes that “POAU has rallied to its standard many thousands 
of people” and is “coalescing their convictions into an impact 
that will be powerfully felt throughout the nation.” 


October 29, 1949. Paul Blanshard, author, addresses a POAU 
meeting in Alexandria, Va., and appeals particularly to Catho- 
lics in the audience to fight against the autocratic power of the 
Roman hierarchy over lay members of the Church. 


October 30, 1949. POAU President Edwin McNeill Poteat, 
Vice-Presidents Charles Clayton Morrison and G. Bromley Ox- 
nam, and other national leaders, make Reformation Day ad- 
dresses expounding POAU’s theme to large audiences. 


November 10, 1949. POAU Executive Director Glenn L. 
Archer comments on a recent exhortation by Pope Pius XII call- 
ing upon Catholic judges in all nations to apply Catholic prin- 
ciples in making their legal decisions. This, says Archer, 
“raises a grave question as to whether citizens of non-Catholic 
faith can secure equal and impartial justice in courts presided 
over by Catholics... .” 


November 14, 1949. Taking note of numerous efforts to “ex- 
plain” the Pope’s statement on the duties of judges, POAU 
asks: ““Why not let the Pope speak for himself? His remarks 
were reported in great detail in the American press, and it is 
not necessary for lesser voices within the Catholic Church 
to ‘explain’ his meaning. The American people can judge for 
themselves.” 


December 8, 1949. An allusion to POAU by Archbishop Cush- 
ing of Boston as “the refined form of the Ku Klux Klan” is 
comparable to “Cardinal Spellman’s denunciation of Mrs. 
Roosevelt,’”” POAU Executive Director Archer declares in reply. 
He indicates that POAU will continue its service in the cause 
of religious liberty without regard for smear attacks. 


January 5, 1950. POAU telegraphs President Truman at the 
White House: “Myron Taylor’s expected resignation will give 
you opportunity to end Vatican mission which is an offense to 
non-Catholic Americans. Now is the time to keep your prom- 
ise that the mission would be ‘temporary.’ .. .” 

(To be continued) 
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Spellman Says Church 
Schools Are ‘Public’ 


An unbridled attack upon the Na- 
tional Education Association (NEA) 
was made by Francis Cardinal Spell- 
man, Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
New York, in an address delivered on 
October 24 in Brockton, Mass. At 
one point in his tirade, he introduced 
a new euphemism for “parochial 
schools” —he called them ‘public 
schools supported by religious groups.” 

The NEA, Cardinal Spellman told 
delegates attending the annual con- 
vention of the Plymouth County 
Teachers Association, has fostered a 
“Jim Crow philosophy toward Cath- 
olic children” because it “maintains 
that just because a child does not at- 
tend a tax-supported school he should 
be deprived of auxiliary services such 
as the privilege of riding with other 
children on school busses.” 

But if the Cardinal's description 
of parochial schools (“public schools 
supported by religious groups”) were 
correct, it would logically follow that 
they should be entirely tax-supported, 
like any other “public” schools. And 
that is precisely what the NEA op- 
poses, because it believes in separa- 
tion of church and state. 











BASQUE PRIESTS GAGGED 
BY SPANISH BISHOPS 


The Basque priests who for the 
past three years have edited the anti- 
Franco Spanish periodical, Egiz, 
were recently ordered by their eccle- 
siastical superiors to suspend publi- 
cation. In issuing the order, Roman 
Catholic Bishops Montreal, Gon- 
zulez and Andreu accused them of 
“upholding a doctrine not immune 
from error which undermines the ba- 
sis of all discipline,” but the Basque 
priests contend that the suspension 
was undertaken to placate Dictator 
Franco. 

Under terms of the ecclesiastical 
decree, failure to cease publication 
of Egiz “either under its present 
name or any other” would have led 
to the suspension “A Divinis” of the 
journal’s directors, editors, and col- 
laborators. In a farewell editorial, 
the editors pointed out that Episco- 
pal decrees affect only the clergy, 
“not the laity,” and urged laymen to 
take up publication of the organ. 
They also revealed that they had 
consulted renowned theologians and 
canonists, “even the authoritative 
voices of an archbishop well known 
in the international world and of 
some cardinals of the Roman 
church,” and had been assured that 
Egiz was not doctrinally in error. 








Basic Catholic Theory 


Puts 


Church in Political Arena 


When a prelate denounces a Congressman for having introduced a “bad” 
aid-to-education bill, is he dealing with a political or a religious question? 
When a prelate declares that he believes the American national interest would 
be served by the sending of an Ambassador to the Vatican, is he taking a 


stand on a problem in foreign affairs or a problem in theology? 


prelate holds that doctors should be 
prevented by state law from impart- 
ing contraceptive information to par- 
ents, is he discussing a matter of con- 
cern to society at large or the church 
alone? 

These and many other questions 
of like nature are involved whenever 
Roman Catholic apologists hurl the 
lie at opponents who accuse them of 
clerical “meddling” in secular affairs. 
A recent example of such apologetics 
appears on the front page of Our 
Sunday Visitor (“The Popular Na- 
tional Catholic Action Weekly”) for 
October 5. In a headline printed in 
flaming red ink (as usual), the Vis- 
itor contends that the “Church Has 
No Political Candidates” and, in a 
subheading, that the “Bishops Never 
‘Meddle in Politics’; Desire Only 
Just and Fair Leaders.” 

The Visitor, in expatiating on this 
theme, spins a shimmering, fragile, 
fairy-like web of nonsense. Any 
journalist who has access to daily 
news dispatches can put his finger 
on evidence which disproves the Vis- 
itor’s glib denials. Take, for instance, 
the news from Vancouver, British 
Columbia, last June, that the Cath- 
olic Education Association there had 
distributed pamphlets to  church- 
goers after Sunday mass in Alberni 
and Dewdney constituencies, declar- 
ing: “The association finds James 
Mowatt, Liberal, and Jack Schultz, 
Social Credit, to be favorable to state 
aid for parochial schools. All others 
unfavorable.” 


Claim Special Privilege 


To be sure, every citizen, whatever 
his calling, has a right to publicly 
support the candidates and the polit- 
ical or social doctrines in which he 
believes. When Roman Catholic 
leaders do so, however, they blindly 
carry out policies determined for 
them by the “infallible,” “divinely 
appointed” Roman pontiff, and woe 
to anyone who dares oppose them! 
This was the psychology under which 
Francis Cardinal Spellman, of New 
York, labored when he attacked both 
Congressman Barden and Mrs. 
Roosevelt in the summer of 1949, 
calling the one a “bigot” and the 
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other an author of “documents of 
discrimination unworthy of an Amer- 
ican mother”—and all because they 
both favored public aid to public 
schools only! To such prelates, a 
difference of opinion on a political 
or legislative matter is a kind of re- 
ligious warfare, and one which de- 
mands that the “enemy” be utterly 
and pitilessly annihilated. It is not 
for nothing that Cardinal Spellman 
is known in New York as the “Power 
House” of Madison Avenue. 


The Visitor, of course, tries to ex- 
plain away the existence of openly 
“Catholic” political parties in Europe 
by asserting that such parties are 
“never formed by the Church.” This 
shabby pretense has been demolished 
by Paul Blanshard in his book, Com- 
munism, Democracy, and Catholic 
Power,* p. 276, as follows: 

“One fundamental stratagem is al- 
ways apparent in the Vatican’s sup- 
port of a Catholic party. The sup- 
port must never be official, and the 
connection between the party and 
the Church must never be too evi- 
dent. “The Church stands above all 
political parties.’ That is the doc- 
trine for public consumption, and the 
reason for it is quite obvious. A 
defeated political party might drag 
the Vatican down with it. If the 
connection between the Catholic 
party and the Vatican remains un- 
official, the Holy See can always 
blame its shortcomings on human 
weakness. It can always maintain 
the fiction that it is a non-partisan 
organization. It attempted to main- 
tain this fiction even in the middle 
of its intense campaign for Christian 
Democrat victory in Italy in 1948, 
when almost the whole energies of 
the Italian priesthood were diverted 
to political effort and when ‘God’s 
own loudspeaker,’ Father Riccardo 
Lombardi, was arousing huge audi- 
ences to white-hot passion. . . .” 

That the Roman Catholic Church 
is obliged to participate actively in 
affairs of state is clear from many 
papal utterances. Leo XIII, in The 
Christian Constitution of States, de- 
clared: “The ideal secular state is 





‘Another Little Crack’ 


“Last August the Board of Estimate 
of the City of New York opened up 
another of these potentially destruc. 
tive little cracks in the wall of sep- 

) aration. Practically without notice to 
anyone, it scheduled for action a pro- 
posal to appropriate $16,000 to pay 

) the expenses of conducted tours of 
parochial school classes in the My- 
seum of Natural History. 

“. . . It is clear that the expendi- 
ture of municipal funds for museum 
lecture tours for parochial schools is 
in principle no different than if the 
city were called upon to pay for text- 
books and school supplies purchased 
and used in parochial schools. It was 
in recognition of this fact that a num- 
ber of civic organizations . . . op- 
posed immediate passage of the pro- 
posal and urged that the matter be 
given further consideration in view of 

/ the constitutional issue involved... . 
the American jewish Congress stated 
that it was not opposed to but, on the 

/ contrary, favored the furnishing of 
conducted museum tours and lectures 
to all children irrespective of race and 
religion. . . . The proposal as it 

) stood, however, provided for the seg- 
regation of parochial school classes 
and their special treatment as a part 
of the parochial school. This appeared 
to be as violative of the principle of 

/ separation of church and state, as if 

) the sum of $16,000 were directly ap- 
propriated by the city to the paro- 
chiai schools. 

“. . . The sum involved, of course, 
is trifling for the City of New York, 

) but the precedent which has beer 
established is a serious matter. For it 
is almost certain that the parochial 
school system will not rest content 
and will seek to extend the precedent 
to other educational services as well.” 

) —‘“Congress Weekly,” official organ 
of the American Jewish Congress. 





bound to profess the Roman Catholic 
religion.” Pius XI said: “We lay 
down the principle, long since clear- 
ly established by Leo XIII, that it 
is Our right and Our duty to deal au- 
thoritatively with social and econom- 
ic problems.” 

Nor can any Catholic apologist 
get around the fact that the head of 
his church claims to be the ruler of 
a “state.” According to the 1952 
National Catholic Almanac (p. 246), 
Vatican City is the “seat of the pa- 
pacy,”’ and “the independent and offi- 
cially designated Vatican City State 
came into existence by the Lateran 
Treaty in 1929,” “is governed by the 
Holy Father, who possesses full legis- 
lative, executive, and judiciary pow- 
ers,” and “enjoys all the rights and 
privileges of a sovereign power. ...” 
Isn’t such a ruler of necessity engaged 
in “political” affairs? 

* The Beacon Press, Boston, $3. 
from POAU. 
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COLOMBIAN RELIGIOUS 
FRATRICIDE CONTINUES 


“At least four Protestants, one of them an American” were “brutally mur- 
dered” in Colombia between May 1 and June 20, 1952, a Scripps-Howard 
correspondent reported in a dispatch from Panama City, Panama, on Octo- 


ber 20. 


“The feeling is so tense that every individual I talked to, native or for- 


eigner, Catholic or Protestant, was 
especially anxious not to be identified 
in anything I might write,” explained 
the correspondent, Edward Tomlin- 
gon. ‘For this reason I waited until 
after my visit to the country to report 
my observations.” 

Only the day before Tomlinson’s 
dispatch, the Associated Press re- 
ported from Bogota, Colombia, that 
“nine Protestant schools had been 
dosed recently by the Government in 
yarious Colombian cities,” and that 
the Government newspaper, El Siglo, 
hailed the closings as “opportune, 
just, and healthful” because the 
schools had been offending against 
the country’s “morality and nation- 
ality.” 

In addition to the four murders 
which occurred in the seven-week 
period covered in Tomlinson’s ac- 
count, documented evidence pre- 
sented by the Evangelical Confeder- 
ation of Colombia is cited for the 
same period, indicating that not only 
murder but also “scores of beatings, 
bombings, and personal indignities 
against individuals and their fam- 
ilies” occurred at the same time. 





Church-State Tie 
Aids Communists 


A harrowing story of state-em- 
ployed churchmen rigidly controlled 
by Communist governments was told 
to delegates attending the 18th bi- 
ennial convention of the United Lu- 
theran Church at Seattle, Wash., last 
month. The speaker was the Rev. 
Julius L. Bella, a representative of 
the United States National Commit- 
tee of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion at Geneva, Switzerland, who 
said : 

“Pastors who now are only state 
employees may be fired at any time 
by the government and they admit 
that the church will eventually dis- 
appear in Communist countries. . . .” 

In other words, Communist re- 
gimes are using the inherited insti- 
tution of church-state union as a 
means to destroy the churches. Their 
task would have been harder had 
there been church-state separation in 
those countries. 
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Government Agent Won't 
Explain Hospital Funds 


An “apparent discrepancy in cer- 
tain figures, the net effect of which 
would be a $400,000 misappropria- 
tion of public funds,” was recently 
brought to the attention of a federal 
official administering hospital con- 
struction funds for the District of 
Columbia, but the official declined to 
clarify the figures. The seeming dis- 
crepancy was pointed out to W. E. 
Reynolds, commissioner of public 
buildings, by Fred Somkin, assistant 
editor of Church and State. 

In a letter of October 1 concern- 
ing the “matching” funds to be con- 
tributed by the government for con- 
struction of the projected new Prov- 
idence (Roman Catholic) Hospital, 
Somkin cited Reynolds’ testimony 
before a Congressional appropria- 
tions subcommittee that “Providence 
Hospital has purchased the site for 
which I think they paid $500,000 
...) a figure to be included in the 
total contribution to be “matched” 
by the federal government. Somkin 
then pointed out that the site in- 
volved “was acquired by Providence 
Hospital from the Catholic Sisters 
College by a deed of grant dated 
April 26, 1949 (recorded . . . in the 
Office of the Recorder of Deeds for 
the District of Columbia),” that the 
“revenue stamps on this deed show 
that the consideration for the trans- 
fer of the site was mot in excess of 
$113,000,” and that the tracts of 
land composing the site are listed by 
the District of Columbia Assessor “‘at 
a combined valuation, including im- 
provements, of $104,000.” 

Commissioner Reynolds replied on 
October 6 in a curt manner: “The 
administration of the appropriation 
of funds available for making grants 
to private hospitals will be governed 
by the special laws applicable to that 
operation. . . . With a reasonable 
knowledge of these, you can readily 
resolve uncertainties that apparently 
have occurred to you. 

“Lest my silence be misconstrued, 
I add that the inferences that are 


Baptists Condemn 


Red Persecution 


Uncompromising support of free- 
dom of conscience for all groups was 
voiced by the Baptist Joint Commit- 
tee on Public Affairs as it met for its 
semiannual meeting last month in 
Washington, D. C. Recent acts of 
repression—directed against both 
Catholic and Protestant churches in 
Communist countries and against 
Protestant churches in Roman Cath- 
olic Italy—were sharply condemned, 
at the same time that Burma, 
Japan, the Philippines, India, and 
Thailand were praised for upholding 
the principle of religious liberty. In 
other actions, the committee warned 
against the sectarian use of U. S. for- 
eign-aid funds, and reviewed the find- 
ings resulting from a recent commit- 
tee-sponsored survey by C. E. Bryant 
on the extent of violations of church- 
state separation in the United States. 

“As Baptists believing in freedom 
of conscience and the right of every 
individual group to freedom of wor- 
ship,” the committee declared, “we 
protest the continued persecution of 
both Roman Catholics and Protes- 
tants in the various Communist-dom- 
inated countries. This continued 
persecution is a vivid denial of Com- 
munist propaganda that the forces 
of Communism are the defenders of 
peace and the welfare of the com- 
mon citizen.” 





stated and those implied by ques- 
tions in the subject letter are un- 
sound and incorrect.” 

Somkin wrote again on October 10, 
saying: “. . . If the facts upon which 
I based my inquiry were in error, 
I should be glad to have you correct 
me.... Instead, you have declined 
to give me the facts... . 

“Clearly, the information I seek 
must either (1) be on record for all 
to see (and if so I would appreciate a 
more specific reference than the one 
you gave me to ‘special laws’), or 
(2) not be available to the public as 
a matter of policy or statute. Could 
you indicate which is involved here?” 

Commissioner Reynolds replied 
again on October 14, saying, “It is 
apparent from your letter and your 
previous one of October 1 that you 
do not have at your disposal certain 
basic and fundamental information 
. . «” but, again, he declined to be 
specific. : 

If the Commissioner would come 
down off his high horse and answer 
the question, he would make a better 
impression on the public. 
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POAU national headquarters are now 
the scene of continuous activity as 
preparations for the Fifth National 
Conference on Church and State, to 
be held January 14-15, 1953, are car- 
ried forward. 


Dr. Charles J. Turck, president of 
Macalester College, St. Paul, Minn., 
will deliver the principal address in 
Constitution Hall on the evening of 
January 15. 





Members’ Aid Sought in Preparing 
POAU’s Fifth National Conference 


POAU members everywhere are 
urged to send in suggestions on the 
issues to be taken up and other de- 
tails of the Conference. Write to 
POAU headquarters, 1633 Massachu- 
setts Avenue, N. W., Washington 6, 
D. C. Washington-area residents who 
wish to help in special mailings and 
other work connected with publicizing 
the Conference should call DEcatur 

rganization Director John C. 
Mayne will be glad to hear from you. 








Police Permission Not 
Needed for This Event 


A centenary celebration was held 
recently in Philadelphia by the Ro- 
man Catholic Church of St. Mary 
Magdalen de Pazzi, the oldest Ital- 
ian parish in the United States. 
Among the notables at the event were 
Archbishop John F. O’Hara, Auxil- 
iary Bishop Joseph McShea, the niece 
of Pope Pius XII, Eleana R. Pacelli, 
Italian Ambassador Alberto Tarchi- 
ani, Perry Como, and New York 
Mayor Vincent Impellitteri. Pope 
Pius XIi sent his personal greeting. 


Unlike Protestant churches in 
Italy, this Catholic church in Amer- 
ica is not required to obtain police 
permission in order to hold its serv- 
ices. (See story on page 1.) 





This is the 237th month of the 
“temporary visit” of Archbishop 
Amleto Giovanni Cicognani to the 
United States. The Vatican’s “A pos- 
tolic Delegate” came here on a “tem- 
porary” visa in March, 1933. How 
long is “temporary”? 


‘Church and State’ Gift 
Subscriptions Available 


POAU members who wish to 
spread light on the often obscured 
principles of religious liberty can do 
so in no better way than to provide 
gift subscriptions to Church and 
State for their friends. Gift sub- 
scriptions are only $2.00 a year to 
those who order them before Janu- 
ary 1, 1953. Use blank below: 


Please add the following persons to your 
“Church and State” gift subscription list: 

Name 

Address 

City 

[] Send gift card. 


Zone State 


Name 

Address 

City 

[_] Send gift card. 
(If additional names, please list separately.) 


Zone State 


Name of Purchaser 
Address 

City Zone 
Amount Enclosed $ 


State 


(Make checks or money orders payable to 
POAU, 1633 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W., 
Washington 6, D. C. 
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CHURCH AND STATE 


Protestants and Other Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State 


1633 Massachusetts Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 


Postmaster: If undeliverable, please notify 
us on Form 3547, postage guaranteed. 


Spanish Oppression Shown 
In Film at POAU Meeting 


‘‘Banderilla,”’ a semi-documenta 
sound-color film on the plight of non. 
Catholics in Spain, was shown last _ 
month at a POAU meeting in the 


social hall of the National City 


Christian Church, Washington, D, ¢. | 
The Rev. Paul E. Freed of Greens. ” 


boro, N. C., who recently returned 
to the United States after confer. 
ring with officials of the Franco goy. 
ernment, told the audience that “fe. 
ligious liberty has been virtually 
dead in Spain for some time, but 
there are signs today that the pres- 
sure of world public opinion may 
prepare the ground for eventual re- 
form.” 

“T believe that it is our business 
as real Americans to throw our 
weight into the struggle for religious 
liberty in all parts of the world,” he 
continued. “Under the system of 
church-state union which prevails in 
Spain, non-Catholics are placed un- 
der innumerable restraints and con- 
stant police surveillance. True free- 
dom demands that everyone be per- 
mitted openly to profess, proclaim, 
and proselytize the religion of his 
choosing without fear of government 
or mob reprisals. In recent months, 
I have had the opportunity to discuss 
this problem not only with Spanish 
Foreign Minister Alberto Martin 
Artajo and other government offi- 
cials over there, but also with Presi- 
dent Truman and members of Con- 
gress over here. All persons in po- 
sitions of high trust, and, isceed, men 
of good will everywhere, must con- 
cern themselves with the preserva- 
tion and strengthening of the right 
of every person to worship as he 
pleases.” 

The 16-millimeter color motion 
picture was named after the goad 
which is used by Spanish bullfight- 
ers to torment the bull, and the han- 
dling of Protestants by the gov- 
ernment of Spain is likened to the 
matador’s technique as he thrusts the 
“banderilla” home. Principal char- 
acters in the story are a Protestant 
doctor and his family whom Mr. 
Freed met in Spain. 

Persons and groups seeking further 
information about the film and pos- 
sible booking dates should write to 
POAU, or to Good News Produc- 
tions, P. O. Box 31, Greensboro, 
N.C. There is also a Western Office 
at 2334 North 50th, Seattle 3, Wash., 
and a Canadian Office at P. O. Box 
604, Edmonton, Alta. 
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